SI YU KI (CH'ANG CH'UN).                    83
soldiers. We crossed the mountains in a south-eastern direction, and found them very high. Masses of rocks were lying scattered about. The escort themselves pulled
formed by two parallel mountains, which rise on each side perpendicularly and have the colour of iron. There are in the defile folding gates strengthened with iron and furnibhed \\ith many iron bells hung* up. Because of tho^.e circumstances and of the stiength and difficulty of this pa&ft, it has received the name of Iron gate. Here, at the Iron gate, is the northern boundary of the kingdom of Fu.-huo-lo (Tokhare&tan)." According to the Yuan shi (annals su,1> ttnno 1224), Chmijhiz advanced as far as Eastern Yin-du (Hindustan), and met at Tie men luan, the Lite tuan (uptight horn), a strange animal which advised the conqueror to go back and cease his conquests
The earliebt Mohammedan author who mentions the Iron gate, and under its Persian name, dar-i-ahan, (Iron gate), is the Arab geographer Yakuli (end of the ninth century). According to him, it is the name of a town Ilii Uaukal (tenth century) gives an itinerary from Niifasaf (the name as Nukh&hab or Kaishi) to Termed, in which the Iron gate appears. Edrisi (twelfth century) locates at the Iron gate a small well-peopled town.
The Iron gate is repeatedly mentioned in the Persian works on the history of Tuuur. Sherif-eddin gives (" Petis de la Croix," ui. 173), the itinerary of tho route followed by Timur when he returned with his army from the Indian campaign in spring 1398. After having crossed the Amu river, ho remained two days in Termed, and then set out for Kasb. The first day ho halted for the night at the Kishlak (winter residence) of Julian Shah; on tlin second, at the bath of Tuiki, on the third day he passed through the Ifoluya, or Iron gate, and halted for the night on the river Bank, On the fourth day he arrived at Jigdahk; on the fifth, at Kuzimomlak ; on the sixth, at Du/ Bildjen, where Timur way met by his 6oii, Shah Itukh, On the seventh he halted at a brook, and on the eighth day entered KtiHh. Sultan Uabor in His Memoirs terms the lion gate also Koluga (i. 56, 269).
It was not till the beginning of the fifteenth century that a European traveller saw the Iron gate. Ulawjo, on his journey as the ambassador of Honry III, of Castile to tho court of Timur in 1404, crossed tho Oxua at Termed. He left this place on the 22<J of August, and slept in tho plain. On the 23d they travelled over extensive plains, amongst many well-peopled villages. On the 24th they dined in a great building, where Timur on this route used to halt, but continued their march and slept on a plain near the bank* of a river. On tho 25th they dined at the foot of a very lofty mountain, where there was a handsome house, ornamented with very fine brickwork, &c. Over these mountains led a pass called the Iron gate. The ravine through which it goes looks as if it had been artificially cut, and the mountains rise to a great height on either ftide, and tho pa*m is smooth and very deep. In the centre of the pass there ia a village, and the mountain* rises to a great height behind. In all the mountain range there is no other pass besides tho Iron gate, so that it